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Network News

The Co-Moderator’s Column

AW
ﬁ Re-Imagining the
Witherspoon Society
thrl,

A by Jake Young

Officers of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) vow, among other things, to
serve the church with imagination.
That'sawonderful idea. It reminds
usto pursue creativity in our service
to God and one another. Theologian
Matthew Fox says that human
creativity isthe Holy Spirit at work in
and through us. In this sense, the
activity of creatively imagining—
indeed, reimagining—new ways of
being the church is exactly where the
spirit of God leadsus. Likewise,
attemptsto squelch imagination are
akin to what our Pentecostal sisters
and brothersmight call “quenching
the Spirit.”

Board members of the Witherspoon
Society are excited these days about
the prospect of serving you and the
PC(USA) withimagination. You
may not think of excitement and
imagination whenyouthink of
Witherspoon (especially if you have

not attended one of our General
Assembly dance parties), but that’s
about to change. For several months
we have been in conversation with
the leadership of Voices of Sophia
about a merger. Today we are proud
to publicly announce that merger.
The WS Board has been expanded to
include four gifted and creative
leaders of VOS. (See Sylvia
Thorson-Smith’ sarticleon the next
page, for further details on this
development.) Together, the
different strengths of VOS and WS
will enable our new organization to
serve the church more effectively,
with greater energy and imagination.
We are grateful for your support of
each organization and invite you to
join us and renew your vow—so to
speak—to serve the church with
imagination.

Jake Young, Co-Moderator
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Announcement of « IColy Union.

Voices of Sophia and the Witherspoon Society Merge
by Sylvia Thorson-Smith

For about a year, the idea of a merger
between the Witherspoon Society and
Voices of Sophia has beenin the
works. Thanks to the efforts of
many dedicated peoplein both
groups, we are now happy to an-
nouncethat thisunionisareality.

Sincethis article appears in what has
been the communication piece of the
Witherspoon Society, it might be help-
ful to review abit of the history of
Voices of Sophia. VOS was orga-
nized in 1995 in responseto the
backlash against the 1993 feminist
theological event known as*Re-
Imagining.” It wasfelt by many who
were active in the PCUSA at the
time that those who advocated femin-
ist values, particularly women staff,
were under siege and needed a criti-
cal mass of support outside the
structures of the church. For 13
years, Voices of Sophia has been an
untamed witness on behalf of women
and women'sissues, working in part-
nership with other progressivejustice-
loving groupsinthe Presbyterian
Church, like the Witherspoon Society.

Discussions between these two
groups began in conversations at
General Assembly in 2008, and the
serious work of exploring amerger
commenced inthefall and early
2009. | came on the Witherspoon
Board, in part as aliaison between
the groups. Basic agreement was

reached between the |eadership of

WS and VOS on steps that would be

taken, including thefollowing:

1) four new memberswouldjoin
the WS board as a VOS
caucus, participating fully in
decisions of the board and
providing aparticularly feminist
perspective to its work;

2) the VOS caucus would be
responsiblefor continuing some
previous VOS work, such as
breakfasts that feature women
theologians at General Assembly;

3) at least for now, the balance of
VOS monies would be (and have
been) kept in a separate account,
managed by the WS budget
officer, and availablefor GA
breakfasts and other particularly
VOS/feminist-related needs; and

4) other details of the merger would
be worked out by the newly
enlarged board.

An email was sent to VOS members
seeking three interested persons to
joinmeinforming the VOS caucus of
the board, and the following women
enthusiastically offered to serve:
Colleen Bowers, anurse who livesin
Baltimore, MD; SylviaCarlson, a
retired minister in Redstone Presby-
tery; and Molly Casteel, who until
recently held a position as staff for
women's advocacy in the Racial
Ethnic and Women's Ministry Pro-
gram of the church.
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In addition, Heather Reichgott
(former board member of More Light
Presbyterians) will be an adjunct
member of the caucus and will
manage a new feminist blog on the
Witherspoon website. Heather is
working with Doug King and her blog
isnow operational (check it out at
http://voi cesof sophia.wordpress.com).

There are still issues to address
regarding this merger, and these will
be discussed at aboard meeting in
Minneapolisin May. For now,
though, we are moving forward with
energy and enthusiasm in this (hope-
fully) holy, justice-seeking union. It's
exciting to seeit actually become a
reality, because we all agree on the
importance of maintaining aprogres-
sive/feminist voicein the PCUSA —
even from the margins. We'll want
to keep communication flowing with
the members of both groups, so this
unified group can become an even
stronger witness for peace and justice
than we were separately. We hope
that current members of WS and
VOSwill want to maintain your ties
and new memberswill want to join.

We ask for prayers and all forms of
support aswe re-imagine aunited
Voices of Sophia/Witherspoon
Society. Feel freeto ask questions,
give usinput, and share ideas about
how to strengthen our work together.
| welcome emailsregarding this
merger (sylviats@cox.net), and you
may direct them to other board
members aswell. We look forward
to reporting more progress in upcom-
ing issues of Network News and on
the website.

o

We invite you
to join us!

If you're looking for a
community of progressive
Presbyterians,
witnessing and working
for peace and justice in
God’s world,
we can help provide you
with information,
theological reflection, and
companionship on the
journey.

Just use the return
envelope in the center of this
newsletter, or contact our

Membership Coordinator:

Gusti Newquist
5138 S. Civano Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85747
Home phone - 502-552-4840
E-mail: membershipcoordinator@
witherspoonsociety.org
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The Legacy of John Calvin
for a World He Could Never Have Imagined

by the Rev. Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick,
President, World Alliance of Reformed Churches

ly 10, 2009 will be John Calvin's

00" birthday. For many it isnot a
very big thing. For othersit brings up
connectionsthat wewould just as soon
forget — such as the (erroneous) con-
nection between Calvinism and modern
capitalism and the sad chapter of Calvin
and Servetus in Geneva. But for Re-
formed Christiansit has amuch deeper
significance — and a great promise for
the renewal of our church and our wit-
ness in the 21% century.

John Calvin, a native of France, a Re-
former of Geneva, istruly a son of the
world. Thismovement of Reformation
that started among the French and the
Swiss has literally spread to the four
corners of the earth! As we enter this

Cliff Kirkpatrick at Witherspoon
Conference, Sept. 2007

year of jubilee, we do not celebrate or seek to replicate everything that Calvin

did, but rather we seek to make come alive hisvision and legacy:
- Avision of the priesthood of all believers, where everybody countsand
where mutual respect and shared |eadership should be the norm in

churches and societies,

A vision of the sovereignty of God over all theworld, which callsall of
usto work for aworld filled with justice, compassion and peace,
A vision of the creation as God's gift, which needs to be respected and

nurtured for future generations,

A vision of the grace of God available through faith in Jesus Christ to
every human being on the face of the earth.

Calvin's Genevawas avery different world from that of the 21% century. How-
ever, he too came on the stage of human history at atime of deep turmoil and
change, and the wisdom he shared is remarkably contemporary in our time.

-
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At atime when the law was being used to convict of sin or control one ancther,
Calvin offered avision of “the third use of law” in which the law would serve
not as a weapon for one group against another but as a moral compass and a
gift for the redeemed to live amore holy and righteouslife.

At atime of both clergy dominance and anti-clericalism, Calvin offered a pat-
tern of church order that broke down the barriers between clergy and lay with
multiple offices in the church (pastors, doctors, elders, deacons) and where
some might be clergy and some lay but where all are called of God and sharein
the ordering of churchlife.

At atime of theocratic states and of states wanting to privatize religion, Calvin
developed a political order where church and state are separate but are to re-
spect one another and each be obedient to the will of God.

At a time when religion and privilege went hand in hand, Calvin upheld the
sovereignty of God and the dignity of the creation and of each person created in
God'simage. Justice and respect for all was ahallmark of Calvin’srevolution.
Atatimeof biblical fundamentalism and biblical despisers, Calvintook seriously
the bible as a light to our path and an instrument to lead us to Jesus Christ as
Word of God.

At atime of ethnic conflict and ethnic cleansing, Calvin led Genevato become
ahaven for refugeesand immigrants, many of whomwould |ater takethisvision
of achurch and community asonethat is*“reformed and always being reformed
by the Word of God and the power of the Holy Spirit” to the whole world.

A different time, but avision that reflects the heart of God’swill for our time —
and for al time.

This vision — these dreams — are what we celebrate in the Calvin Jubilee.

There are a number of resources and events to aid us in reclaiming Calvin's
legacy for our time. The World Alliance of Reformed Churches has put out a
specia study book, The Legacy of John Calvin: Some Actions for Churches
in the 21% Century, which isavery helpful resource for local congregations. It
focuses on three aspects of Calvin'slegacy, the gift of communion, the passion
for socia justice and respect for God's creation, and hiswarning to stand against
violence and destruction.

The Alliance, along with the Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches, has set
up aspecia Calvin Jubilee website, www.calvin09.org that isfilled with materi-
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alsand notices of eventsto make Calvin comealivein our time. TheAllianceis
also inviting Reformed Christians from around the world to join together in a
specia Calvin Celebration in Geneva on Pentecost weekend, and the PCUSA
has a Calvin Jubilee conference at Montreat from July 8-11, 20009.

Through al these ways—and many moreinlocal congregations—2009 needsto
be a year, not when we try to replicate Calvin and 16" century Geneva, but
when we claim the best of Calvin'slegacy tolivefaithfully inour time. A couple
of yearsago | wasin Mexico City meeting with the presidents of the seminaries
related to the National Presbyterian Churchin Mexico, and | was amazed at the
enthusiasm they had for the Calvin Jubilee. Giventhat 21% century Mexicoisso
different from Calvin'stime and reality, | ask them why this enthusiasm. Their
response was quick and to the point when they said, “We have no intention of
replicating Calvin'sworld, but what we desperately need is a Calvinist revolu-
tion for Mexico in the 21% century.” Friends, so dowe! | encourage all of you
to reclaim the best of Calvin's legacy to live faithfully and justly in our 21%
century reality.

Clifton Kirkpatrick
President, World Alliance of Reformed Churches
February 27, 2009

“Let Justice Roll Down”
The Witherspoon Society Mission

We are a network of concerned Preshyterians responding to God'’s call to
let justice roll down, and to work for healing in a wounded world.

Our mission is:

* To listen and learn from those who have been silenced as we seek
solidarity with them;

* To nurture the prophetic voice of the church;

* To equip Preshyterians for faithful participation in the church and world;

* Tochallenge unjust relationships of power;

* Toadvocate for peace, justice, the integrity of creation, and the full
inclusion of all God’s people in church and society.

We seek to revitalize the church'’s proclamation and action, informed by the
whole gospel, and living into the promise of God’s reign.
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Commemorating John Calvin — Halo, Warts, and All

Gene TeSelle

hisyear isthe 500" anniversary
of John Calvin’s birth. There
hasn’t been alot of preparation,

or alot of celebration, but the event is
well worth noticing.

The date reminds us
that Calvin was a
second-generation
Protestant, still a
child when Luther
announced his 95
Theses. That does
not mean that he had
aneasy timeof it. In
France there were
the competing at-
tractions of Renais-
sance humanism
(which  was hon-
ored) and religious

Gene TeSelle at Witherspoon
commissioners’ breakfast,
General Assembly 2008

Barth. Barth himself noted that the
Reformed tradition does not elevate
Calvin in the way that the Lutheran
tradition elevatesL uther toadistinctive
status. H. Richard
Niebuhr loved to
quoteBarth’ sdictum
that “we cannot do
withonly onechurch
father.” Not even
Barth. Not even
Cavin.

So let’'s take an “on
the one hand” and
“on the other hand”
look at Calvin.

Calvinwasanarticu-
late spokesperson
for the Reformation,

reform (which was
opposed), and Bouwsmafindsin Calvin
an ongoing tension between leisurely
exploring the“labyrinth” of natureand
culture and countering the “abyss’ of
sin and disorder through rigid doctrine
and authoritarian control.

If Calvinisanambivaentfigure, soare
we Presbyterians at the beginning of
the third millennium, caught between
loveandjustice, freedomand authority,
comprehensiveness and desire for
order. Brian Gerrish has alwaystaken
pains to remind us that the Reformed
traditionismuch morethan Calvinand

starting soon after
his mysterious conversion, probably
latein 1533. (He may have thought of
himself as specially called, for thereis
no evidence that he was ordained by
anyone else to the ministry, unless his
minor orders as a Catholic are to be
counted.) By 1536 he had publishedthe
first edition of his Ingtitutes as a
defense or apologiafor the persecuted
Protestants in France. It had only six
chapters, but they furnished areliable
foundation for the other three editions,
and the work has generaly been
admired for its coherence and
comprehensiveness.
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Hewasaloyal ecumenist, whoearlyin
his career had cordial contacts with
Luther and Melanchthon. Along with
Bucer and Melanchthon hetook partin
dialogues with Catholic reformers in
Regensburg (1540-41), looking toward
a reforming council. (No one yet
thought intermsof permanently divided
churches. That would come two
decadeslater.) They knew that it could
be areforming council only if it were
within the German Empire, and the
Pope undermined their efforts by
convening hisown Council of Trentin
1545, south of the Alps.

He was an effective (if often acerbic)
controversialist, not only defending
his own views but challenging others
and, when necessary, exacerbating
tensions(heusually foundit necessary,
although he was tolerant of diverse
modes of governance among the
Reformed churches). When CharlesV
put forward the “interim” solution of
keeping the Mass and bishops while
discussion continued, he urged
Melanchthonto* spill lessink and more
blood.” When some of the French
Reformed advocated attending Mass
without communing, he condemned
them asNicodemites, improperly trying
to keep their relationship with Jesus a
secret.

He quickly became a scapegoat or a
stumbling block, targeted by both
Catholicand Lutheran controversialists
(it was a rough-and-tumble age, when
every tradition thought that it was the
only correct one). They caled the
Reformed “Calvinists,” and it is a
designation that has stuck, not only in

popular usage but among historians,
since many people find this more
understandable than the mysterious
label “Reformed.”

Himself an outsider in Geneva, he
welcomed exiles from the Interim in
Germany (1547-48), from Bloody
Mary in England (1553-58), and from
other persecutions around Europe. As
aresult he and Beza helped to shape
theology everywhere in the Reformed
world, although it should be noted that
Bullinger in Zurich was more widely
read in some regions and Calvin was
not regarded asthe authoritative figure
that he later became.

Calvin was concerned about the whole
gospel. He agreed with the Lutherans
that themarksof thetruechurch arethe
proclamation of thegospel andtheright
administration of the sacraments, but
he(following othersbeforehim) added
athird mark, discipline in accordance
with New Testament principles. And
he made much of the “third use of the
law” - law not as external command,
not asdriving sinnersto despair, but as
guidancetothosewho arejustified and
have the freedom of the children of
God. (That’'swhy, in the Heidelberg
Catechism, the“law” inthefirst partis
thetwincommandment of lovefor God
and neighbor, andthe Decalogisplaced
at the end, as part of thanksgiving.)

Geneva became in many respects a
model city, though Calvin had serious
conflicts with the “liberting” party.
Rousseau, who grew up in Geneva,
alwayshad asoft spotinhisheartfor his
native city and regarded it asthe ideal
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community, evendefendingitsprohibi-
tion of theatrical entertainment. His
contemporary Voltaire, who found
refugethere, ungratefully calledit acity
that knew how to calcul ate, likemoney
changers, but could not laugh, and
wherenothing could besung except the
songs of David, under the impression
that God liked bad verses.

It was aso the city that burned
Servetusin 1553. Calvin himself had
no political power, and, tempering
justicewithmercy, heasked the council
to change the penalty to decapitation.
But he still had arole. Servetus and
Calvin had corresponded concerning
the Trinity for several decades, and
Calvin vowed that if Servetus cameto
Geneva he would not get out alive.
Calvin detected his identity as the
author of some heretical writings, and
information from Calvin reached the
Inquisition in Lyons. (Intelligence
networks, then as now, did not always
observe the officia rules.) Servetus
headed toward Italy but, perhaps
guided by destiny or a mischievous
unconscious, went through Geneva,
attended church, and was recognized.
Calvin was an expert witness for the
prosecution. The other Swiss cities
confirmed the condemnation, to main-
tain the glory of God. Castellio soon
published his polemic against Calvin,
with the famous observation that “To
burnahereticisnot todefend adoctrine
but to kill a human being.” Geneva,
quicker than some other persecuting
powers, erected an expiatory monu-
ment in 1903.

WeintheReformedtraditiontakepride

in our system of representative
government. In part it comes from
Calvin,whofoundarolefor both ruling
and teaching elders and did make
Geneva an exception to the Swiss
pattern of control of the church by city
councils, the* Erastian” theory that was
the first Reformed approach to church
governance and still continuesin other
Swiss cities (the council in Basel till
decides who will be Karl Barth’'s
successor). He was quite willing to
support episcopal governance as it
devel opedinthe Reformed churches of
England, Poland, and Hungary.

The full presbyterian system was
developed by the persecuted or exiled
churches of the Netherlands and
France. They were the ones who
enunciated the principle “no church
above any other church, no minister
above any other minister,” and the full
pyramidal systemof “ ascending courts,”
with all officerselectedfor fixed terms,
was first adopted by the French
Reformed in 1559 when they founded
an underground church on a national
scale. They had probably learned it
from the Dominicans, for they and
other religious orders had been a
vigorouslaboratory of self-government
during the middle ages.

Weinthe Reformed tradition also take
pride in our tradition of resistance to
tyrants, and we like to contrast
ourselves with the Lutherans and their
tradition of subservience. But it turns
out that the Lutherans have priority
here. AsQuentin Skinner has pointed
out, the Lutherans needed to defend
their legitimacy within the German
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Empire, and so they devel oped boththe
“constitutionalist” theory that looked to
the lower magistrates and the “private
right” theory that one may defend
oneself against unjust encroachments.
In political matters you can't just act;
you haveto find good reasons, reasons
that might be acknowledged by others.

Then in 1555 Lutheranism cameto be
tolerated withinthe Empire. Aboutthis
time the Marian Exiles in Geneva —
John Ponet, Christopher Goodman,
John Knox — were motivated to
develop the same ideas even further,
and more raucoudly, since they were
outside their native lands. Two
decades|ater in Francethe persecution
of Protestants and the rise of royal
absolutism led anumber of thinkersto
develop impressive theories of the
mutual responsibilities of ruler and
people, buttressed by medieval tradi-
tionsabout rightsthat limited the power
of theruler.

And so the Reformed tradition cameto
be the one that encouraged palitical
resistancein Scotland, the Netherlands,
and England, not in the form of
unlimited revolution but with careful
attention to legal arguments. When
they overstepped (and they often did),
they were corrected by opponents like
Grotius and Locke, and thus our
modern theories of natural rights and
democratic government evolved, some-
times because of, sometimes against,
Reformed zealots.

If we today find ourselves puzzled or
conflicted, we can find solace in
remembering that Calvin and his

contemporaries, and the whole Re-
formed tradition, faced similar puzzle-
ments and conflicts. The answers are
to be found not by looking to asingle
authority but by working through those
conflicts — perhaps in debate with
others, perhaps in the hurly-burly of
political life, and perhaps (most
difficult, but also most constructive) in
internal conflict with ourselves.

pig lent

Register for the Big Tent

"and the Word became flesh . . ."

June 11-13, 2009
Hyatt Regency Downtown
Atlanta, Georgia

The Psalmist looks toward the day
when love and faithfulness meet,
justice and peace will embrace
(Psalm 85:10).

Bring your hopes and yearnings for
peace and justice to Atlanta and
network with Presbyterians at the Big
Tent - a first ever gathering of 10
PC(USA) conferences. The Presbyte-
rian Peacemaking Program and the
Presbyterian Health, Education &
Welfare Association will each host
one of the conferences. (Note: Early-
bird registration has been extended
through March 30.) Register now and
join us at the Big Tent. Just go to

http://www.pcusa.org/bigtent/
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Theological musings

The State of our Church in a Time of Hope

Aregular column by Dr. Douglas F. Ottati,
Distinguished Professer of Reformed Theology and Justice Ministry

at Davidson College, Davidson, N.C.

The state of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), or indeed of any church, can
be difficult to get hold of. Important
matters of polity and worship occupy
our various communitiesand structures,
e.g. questions concerning gay ordina-
tion and marriage, and the frequency
and scopeof participationintheLord’s
Supper. The state of any church, and
particularly of onewith astrongly par-
ticipatory heritage such asours, isaso
intertwined with wider culturesand so-
cieties, their current possibilities, pat-
terns, and limits. And then, of course,
thereisthe perennia and also decisive
guestion of the gospel and our faithful
witnesstoit.

Some Matters before the Church

The communities and structures of the
PC (USA) face no shortage of impor-
tant, often contentiousissues. There-
cent General Assembly took somesig-
nificant actions—votingto eliminateold
authoritative interpretations of
(G.60106b, sending an amendment of
same to the presbyteries, calling for a
new and more accurate translation of
the Heidelberg Catechism. These ac-
tionsall but ensurethat our church will
continue to face the question of what
counts as normative human sexuality.
Itistrue, of course, that some of those
who favor theamendment theologically
and in principle believe now is not the
time for our church to decide the theo-

logical question of what counts as nor-
mative sexuality, and therefore urge no
action on overturesto amend. (To date,
interestingly, the amendment has done
surprisingly well inmany presbyteries.)
In any case, it seems certain that the
basic issueis not going away.

At the same time, the PC (USA) faces
other important questions. Consider the
frequency and also the scope of par-
ticipation in the Lord’s Supper. How
shall congregations prepare their mem-
bersto receive the Supper? How shall
they educate persons into its deep re-
alities, mysteries, and meanings? Shall
participation be restricted to baptized
and confirmed members, or opened to
al who are baptized and profess the
faith? Shall it be opened to al the bap-
tized or perhaps even simply to all
people? Thereisalso thequestion of a
faithful Christian estimate of other reli-
gions. Shall we view other faiths as
falseand perniciousor, perhaps, asfase
and benign? Shall welook upon them
as alternative wisdoms having to do
with God, theworld, and ourselves that
we also know and approve as true?
Shall we look upon them as other av-
enues that may also be true? How, in
the light of the way we resolve these
guestions, shall we understand Chris-
tian missions?

Then, of course, there are issues and
challengesbefore usthat have emerged
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from our wider cultural, social, and po-
litical circumstance. Among these are
guestions surrounding patterns of hu-
man activity and the health of natural
environments, questionsabout immigra-
tion, the availability of good quality
health care, retirement and social in-
surance. There can be little doubt,
moreover, at least in the near term, that
our society’s responses to these and
other matters will be shaped in part by
the current economic crisis—something
that itself will need to be addressed and,
if possible, also ameliorated with effec-
tiveness, justice, and compassion. And
then, there are also the deadly serious
matters of widespread poverty, starva-
tion, and disease, two wars, and the
treatment of prisoners at Guantanamo
Bay and elsewhere. Not to mention
the question of how to deal with failed
states, genocidal conflicts, and the pros-
pectsfor humanitarian military interven-
tions, the strengthening of tolerably eg-
uitable and effectiveinternational struc-
tures for cooperation, the question of
nuclear proliferation, and so on.

A Time of Hope

Despite their daunting cumulative ef-
fect, we should aso note, | think, that
our church faces these questions and
more at a particular point in history
which, for many in our society and el se-
where, can only be described asatime
of hope. The dynamics are extraordi-
narily complicated. Even so, we can
point to a comparatively simple and
symbolicaly articulate fact. The citi-
zens of the United Sates of America,
the world’s most powerful nation,
have elected Barak Hussein Obama
President.

At least two things about this seem es-

pecialy significant.

* Consider thePresident’'sname. At
atime when some say we are engaged
inaclash of civilizations, it hasunmis-
takably Muslim overtones. After hun-
dreds of years of davery, oppression,
and discrimination, it is the name of a
mixed race man of color who istheson
of a black man from Kenya. It isthe
first name of a President-elect of the
United Statestoend inavowel. These
areonly someof the more obviousways
inwhich the name of the President sig-
nals an apparent broadening of Ameri-
can attitudes and horizons, perhaps
even a down payment on the enfran-
chisement of historically oppressed and
marginalized personsand communities
asfuller participantsin American civil
society.

*  President Obamaoften speaks pub-
licly, ashedid in hisvictory speech at
Grant Park, of being a president for all
Americans. Nothing particularly new
there until we hear him mention His-
panic Americans, Black Americans,
whiteAmericans, and (importantly) also
gay and leshian Americans as the
people he intends to be President of.
Heinvokestheideaof achanged soci-
ety in which there will be greater at-
tentionto national serviceand also bet-
ter accessto education and health care.
He tries to articulate a new stance for
the nation that combines aresol ute com-
mitment to resist enemies with a re-
newed preference for international di-
plomacy and cooperation. In short, he
seemsto promise amoreinclusive sort
of politics.

Having noted these things, of course,
we also do well to remind ourselves of
their anticipatory, provisional, contin-
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gent, vulnerable, and certainly unfin-
ished character. Ours is a time of
hope. But, especially inthe church, we
ought to remember that hope in things
that are seen is not hope, and that, if
we hope for what we do not see, we
also wait for it with patience (cf. Ro-
mans 8:24-25). Moreover, should also
we recognize that no person, commu-
nity, or nation bringsinthekingdom. All
fall short of the kingdom and itsglory.
All areat present and shall alsoremain
subject to criticismin the light of what
remains corrupted and unfulfilled.

The Gospel of Grace

We can meet the issues and matters
before us with integrity and we can
meet them as we participate faithfully
inatime of hope, if we are clear about
the most important single question be-
fore us, namely, the question of thegos-

pel.

Gospel means good newsand glad tid-
ings. It is the message of grace that
movestheApostle Paul to say “Rejoice
intheLord always; again | say rejoice”
(Phil. 4:4). We might summarize the
Gospel by saying that Jesus Christ re-
vealsthetrue God to bethefaithful God
of grace. But perhaps we do better to
stick with the Apostle who, in Romans
5, links Adam and Christ. “For if the
many died through the one man’stres-
pass, much more surely havethe grace
of God and the free gift in the grace of
theman, Jesus Christ, abounded for the
many” (Rom. 5:15). And then, famoudly
straining toward a good and universal
hope for all, “Therefore just as one
man’ strespass|ed to condemnation for
all, so one man’'s act of righteousness
leads to justification and life for al”
(Rom. 5:18).

Again, asPaul saysin Romans5:8, “ But
God proveshislovefor usinthat while
westill weresinners Christ died for us.”
John Calvintook thisand similar verses
to summarize the word of faith. He
took them to indicate that God always
already is faithful and that, in Jesus
Christ, the divine faithfulness is deci-
sively impressed upon us. There not
only may be, but surely are, additional
angles of vision on the gospel besides
thisone. For example, thereisalsothe
perspective of the Anabaptist wing of
the Protestant Reformation of the 16"
century that emphasizes the new law
in Jesus, areign of Christ that opposes
al earthly powers and that cals for a
radical and pacifist discipleship. But
for those of us who stand in the Re-
formed tradition the bottom lineand the
fundamental point of the Gospel isthis.
God is faithful. The Gospel therefore
isaword of grace founded on the ap-
prehensionthat, in Jesus Chrigt, thetrue
God isthefaithful God of grace.

Calvin never tired of pointing out that
this same message also permeates the
law and the religion of Israel. God
elects Israel by free grace aone, and
in demonstration of free grace and
faithfulness, God blessesal the people
of the earth in Abraham, and brings up
Israel out of Egypt (not to mention, as
Amos does, the Ethiopians, the Philis-
tines, and the Arameans). We don’'t
have time to dwell on al of this here.
Suffice it to say that, for Calvin, there
is one covenant of grace in two dis-
pensations, and thisone covenant finally
extends all the way back through
Abraham and evento Adam. The Gos-
pel isaword of grace, and there never
was atime when God was not the God
of grace.
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The basic theology that emerges from
this can be outlined easily enough in a
few broad strokes. The great God of
glory who creates and bears all things
innatureand in history isthegood God
of grace who redeems. Thus, we be-
gin by noting that God is both Creator
and Redeemer. As Redeemer, the
faithful God reconciles and renews by
grace aone and thus bestows new life.
But, of course, redemptionimplies, pre-
supposes, and pointstoward adifficulty,
afault that needs to be set right. This
is where sin comes in and it is aso
where God as Judge comesin. So, we
obtain an outline of abasic theol ogy.

* God = Creator, Judge, and Re-
deemer.

*  Humanity = good, capableand lim-
ited creature; corrupted good who suf-
fers consequences of sin; and benefi-
ciary of reconciliation and renewal .

Each of these affirmationsiskeyed, in
turn, to the fundamental apprehension
in Jesus Christ that God is faithful or
that the true God is the God of grace.
This means that, as Cresator, the God
of grace freely gives and bestows the
good gifts of creation, existence, and
life. Creation, then, isan act of grace.
AsJudge, God turns persons and com-
munitiesaway from corrupted loyalties,
loves, and patterns toward new possi-
bilities. (Thus, Calvin understood re-
pentance as mortification + vivification,
aturning away from evil and aturning
toward good, or the death of the old
person and the emergence of the new.
In A Christmas Carol, Scrooge — liter-
ally an old man made new —is blessed
with the right nightmares.) Judgment
thereforeisnot simple destruction. To
judgeisnot to vaporize, but to turn re-

calcitrant personsand communities. As
Judge, the God of grace bestows the
grace of repentance. Finally, as Re-
deemer, the God of grace bestows rec-
onciliation or forgiveness and renewal
or new life. (Justification and sanctifi-
cation, as Calvin says, are “a double
grace.”)

Onefeature of thistheology anditstypi-
cal human reception within and also
beyond the church that bears mention-
ing here is this. Much of the time we
find the news both too good and too
bad.

If the true God who always already
standsinrelationto all asCregtor, Judge,
and Redeemer isthe faithful and good
God of grace, then God is faithful and
graciousto al. But much of the time,
we find this news too good to be true,
and also too good to accord with our
cherished devotionsto ourselvesand to
our own in-groups. Therefore, we try
todiminishit. We say that the faithful
and good God of grace disclosed in
Jesus Christisfaithful and graciousonly
to some. We claim that God isfaithful
and gracious only to those whoserigh-
teous behavior merits or deserves di-
vine favor. Or, perhaps we claim that
Godisfaithful and graciousonly tothose
who hold correct beliefs. Perhaps we
will even maintain that thefaithful God
of graceisonly faithful and graciousto
us. But the point is always the same.
The good news of the Gospel of the
God of graceistoo good.

Of coursg, it follows, too, that if God is
faithful and gracioustoal, thenal must
stand in need of grace and redemption.
All must be mired in adifficulty from
which they cannot escape. All standin
need of help. The Gospel of the God
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of grace therefore presupposes and
pointsto aradical and universal human
fault. It presupposes that all fall short
and that noneis righteous, no not one.
Sinispersistent, radical, and universal.
Persons and communities cannot over-
come it either by their own wisdom or
their own efforts. Therefore, human
agentsand communities, and indeed the
entire human project, are unavoidably
skewed. But much of thetime, wefind
this news too bad and too difficult to
bear. Sowe qualify it. We tailor it to
our most cherished devotionsand com-
mitments. We maintain that, while
many may be corrupted, some are not;
some are not sinners and are not
skewed. Perhaps we claim that the
best people, the best communities, the
best movements, or the best institutions
arewithout fault. Perhapswe say that
the true poalitics or the true church is
without sin. Perhaps—like a parishio-
ner offended at having to say a corpo-
rate prayer of confession — we may
even maintain that, while there are
many nefarious

optimisms and cynical pessimisms. It
suggests that we do not really know
ourselves when we concentrate on our
abilities apart from our limits and our
faults. However, it also claimsthat we
do not truly know ourselves when we
consider our limitsand our faults apart
from our created abilitiesand apart from
thetraces of grace and renewal wefind
in God'sworld. Hopeful realists rec-
ognize the chronic constriction of hu-
man spirit and its destructive, even
death-dealing consegquences, and they
know that it calls for strategies of re-
straint. They accept what others find
too bad. At the same time, however,
they also remain at the ready for possi-
bilitiesfor truer lifeand renewal. They
also affirm what othersfind too good.

Our Church’s Witness in a Time of
Hope

If thisis correct, then clarity about the
Gospel of the God of grace does not
immediately resolve the many issues

and chronic sin-
nersintheworld,
we are not
among them. Or
perhaps we shall
claim that there
realy is no radi-

When we turn to questions of ordination and
marriage, a faithful witness to the Gospel of
the God of grace ... does anchor an

unshakably strong bias toward inclusion and
toward a capacious and generous church ...

cal and persistent
humanfaultat all;
thereisonly misguided immaturity fol-
lowed by dynamic growth toward good-
ness.

By contrast, to hold together the too
good and too bad — grace alone and
abounding aswell asahuman fault that
isradical and universal —isto adopt a
posture or stance | call hopeful real-
ism. Hopeful realism refuses both easy

and challenges before us. Instead, a
commitment to witnessinword and in
deed to the faithful God of grace lends
us a basic orientation or posture. It
disposes ustoward the many issuesand
challengesin certain ways.

Being clear about the Gospel of grace
doesnot immediately tell uswhich par-
ticular energy policy is best. It does

Winter 2009



Network News 17

not tell uswhich agricultural practices
aremost helpful, and it doesnot tell us
how to go about urban planning. But it
does tell us that environmental ques-
tions have to do with our stewardship
of God’sgood gift of creation, and soit
disposesusto takethese questionsvery
serioudly. Indeed, when we look at it
theologically, werecognizethat God's
good creationisnot simply all about us
humans. Clarity about the Gospel
therefore al so disposes usto recognize
that, when it comesto the natural envi-
ronment, human welfareisnot the only
good at stake.

Clarity about the Gospel of grace does
not, in and of itself, formulate an ap-
propriate immigration policy. It does
not tell us whether and how to com-
bine a documented worker program
with amnesty and / or paths to citizen-
ship. Again, clarity about the Gospel
does not tell us just how to formulate
international agreements about human
rights or how to structure and oversee
fair courts and tribunals. It does not
immediately tell usjust who should and
should not be afforded the status of
prisoners of war. But, as the Gospel
insists that al persons have worth in
relation to the God of grace, afaithful
witness to it disposes us to treat the
immigrant with hospitality and fairness,
and also to take serioudly the question
of how we treat prisoners. It encour-
ages us to recognize that we have du-
ties toward the strangers within our
gates and even toward our enemies. It
tells us that oppression and torture are
smply wrong.

When we turn to questions of ordina
tion and marriage, afaithful witnessto
the Gospel of the God of grace does
not tell us precisely how to write our

rule books. It does not furnish a de-
tailed reading of the sensibilities, possi-
bilities and limits of Presbyterians in
Americain 2009, and so neither doesit
specify which practical and political
strategies are likely to be most effec-
tive in our present particular circum-
stance. But it does anchor an
unshakably strong biastowardinclusion
and toward a capacious and generous
church that recognizes the needs and
talents of al and that also invites their
faithful contributionsto the church and
itsleadership.

We can make asimilar point about the
question of world religions. You and |
may ask what we must do and / or be-
lieve in order to be saved. We may
ask whether one or another person,
group, or community can be saved.
What if we behave badly? What if they
believe differently and do not confess
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? Can
other religions be saving? What about
secular and even athei stic philosophies?
Theseareimportant questions, particu-
larly in a time when some speak of a
“clash of civilizations,” and when some
Americans mimic the earlier rhetoric
of Christian crusades against the infi-
del. But theapprehension of agracious
God cutsagainst thegrain of al of them.
Now the questionisno longer whether
human actions and beliefs (our own or
anyone else's) can be saving. Now it
issimply about the God of grace. How
far do the faithfulness of the faithful
God and the grace of the gracious God
extend? The classical answer is even
to the sinner, even to the betrayer. If
webelievethis, thenwehavelittlerea
sonto exclude ourselvesor anyoneelse
from the scope of God's grace and re-

demption.
-
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Therearealsoimplicationsfor worship
and prayer. Here, again, clarity about
the Gospel of the God of grace does
not gives us detailed directions so much
asan orientation and disposition. Take
prayer. While we remain aive to its
many formsand functions, theologically
speaking, we will be disposed to view
it much as the writers of the Heidel-
berg Catechism did, namely as an ef-
fort at communion with God under-
taken fundamentally out of gratitudeand
thanks. We will understand baptism,
at least in part, as a sacramental
acknowledgement of what is aways
aready the case, namely, that persons
arechildren of God, participantsin the
one covenant of grace. Wewill bedis-
posed to look upon the Lord’s Supper
as aremembrance of Jesus Christ, his
sacrifice, last supper, and tablefellow-
ship that is also a sacrament of spiri-
tua presence, nourishment and empow-
erment for truelife. And, | believe, we
will beinclined to openittoal without
qualification, and so ensure that it en-
acts sacramentally the reality of being
swept up into a single community be-
fore the faithful God of grace who al-
ways stands in relation to all. (As
Jonathan Edwards’ father-in-law,
Solomon Stoddard, once maintained,
the Lord’s Supper is not a gift only to
the faithful, but “a converting ordi-
nance” to be shared with al.)

With respect to participating faithfully
or both constructively and critically in
the present time of hope, clarity about
the Gospel will helpto render us—indi-
rectly by our sacramental practice, ef-
fortsat aninclusive polity, and our esti-
mate of the question of world religions,
and directly by our disposition toward
immigration, health-care, thetreatment
of prisoners, etc. — supportive of the

hopeful rhetoric and politics of inclu-
sion and diplomacy. At the sametime,
it will dispose us to be realistic about
the domestic and international chal-
lenges of the present age, to recognize
that, of necessity, many of the most
important stepswill be piecemeal com-
promises. It will also dispose usto ac-
knowledge the continuing importance
— with respect both to defense and to
humanitarian interventions—of awell-
trained military that isresponsiveto ci-
vilian leadership and tointernational law.

Findly, clarity about the Gospdl of grace
should dispose us to say to American
progressives some of the same things
we also should have been saying to
neo-conservatives. Thedanger of naive
idealism is that, attending too little to
constraining realities, it underestimates
the extent to which relevant outcomes
depend on factors (including our own
interestsand theinterests of others) that
remain largely beyond our control, and
SO it overestimates our capacities to
enact moral goals and ideals. Overly
idealist and ideologically-committed
political leadership is therefore espe-
cially prone to miscalculate conse-
guences. A second danger of naive
idealism is that it sometimes tempts
those who occupy positions of |eader-
ship to believe that they do so as the
result of their own virtue. It tempts
peopleto salf-righteousness. But, inthe
light of the Gospel, all personsand po-
litical movements need to be reminded
that they fall short of true righteous-
ness and that much depends on acci-
dent, fortune, grace, and providence.
Thisistruenot only of social and politi-
cal conservatives, but also of Ameri-
can progressives who now find them-
selves nearer the seats of power than
they have been for some time.
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The World's Witness in a Time of
Hope

L et me make one further point. When
estimating the state of the church it is
almost never enough to discuss the
church’s witness to the Gospel; it is
often also necessary to mention the
strange testimony of the world on be-
half of the Gospel. | say strange be-
cause, so often, wethink of witnessing
to the Gospel as something that the
church does. But it isalso possiblefor
the world to witness to the Gospel and
to do so even over against the church.

Now, it may be that the rhetoric and
thepaliticsof inclusion during thistime
of hope will inspire a new “culture-
Protestantism.” It may be that a new
cultural climatewill pressour often al-
together too reluctant church finally to
take some decisive steps. In our own
time, therereally isno placefor aChris-
tian exceptionalism that continues to
regard all other faiths asfalse and per-
haps even pernicious. In fact, such a
stance can only have the most highly
destructive consequencesin apluralist
society of Christians, Jews, Muslims,
Hindus, and others. It also corrodes
whatever fragile prospects
we may have for a more

In our own time, there really is no place
for a Christian exceptionalism that
continues to regard all other faiths as
false and perhaps even pernicious.

stable and responsible com-
munity of nations. Perhaps,
during thistime of hope, the
wider culturewill push usto
clarify and to change some

It has happened before. Diverse com-
munities and groupsin the world have
sometimesand quitejugtifiably criticized
inordinately partial loyalties, visions,
practices, and prejudicesthat have cap-
tivated and corrupted the church. One
thinksof churchesin Americaand el se-
wherefinaly relinquishing theideal of
astatechurchinfavor of apoliticsmore
tolerant of religious diversity. Again,
one thinks of churchesin this country
andtheissueof savery. Morerecently,
one thinks of Protestant churches that
finally altered long-standing traditions
which excluded women from ordained
leadership. These were changes that
accord with the Gospel of grace, and
they were made, at least partly, in re-
sponse to broader cultural, social, and
political pressures and currents.

of the more destructive po-

sitions we sometimes take.
| should also not be surprised if we ex-
perience increasing cultural pressures
on the question of ordination. And so,
among other things, in thistime of hope
| hope that the world’ s strange witness
will help to make our church morefaith-
ful. | hopethat it will help usto avoid
the studied irrelevance wetoo often em-
brace, and | hope that it will drive us
toward a more profound appreciation
for the Gospel of grace.
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GHOST RANCH PEACE & JUSTICE WEEK
July 27 - August 2, 2009

Now is the time to make reservations to be a part of the 2009 Peace
& Justice Week at Ghost Ranch, July 27-August 2. There are eight
seminars to choose among, including the Witherspoon-sponsored
class "New Eyes for Peace & Justice from the World Church” led by
Clifton Kirkpatrick.

Other seminar opportunities include “"Organizing Alternatives to
Military Service” planned by Rick Ufford-Chase, “Faith in Action &
Stone Building” led by brothers David William Abazs and Andrew Kang
Bartlett. Mark Koenig and Joel Hanisek will be guiding “"Chariots &
Horses: Weapons of Mass Destruction, Weapons of No Discrimina-
tion” and Jean Richardson is providing opportunity for renewal in
“Moving to Wholeness.”

Three other classes are designed to provide ways to respond to
some of today’s challenges. Greg Garrett offers “Speaking Out for
Peace & Justice: Writing, Preaching & Speaking that Make a Differ-
ence.” Amy Franklin and Kay Pranis will lead “Fundamentals of
Peacemaking: Exploring Connectedness” and “Climate of Fear, Cli-
mate of Hope” will be led by Kolya Braun-Greiner and Pamela Sparr.

You can read descriptions of all these classes at
www.ghostranch.org, along with information about the “camp cul-
ture” alternative for lower-cost housing and food. The Rev. Corey
A. Nelson will serve as Worship/Music Leader for the week as well as
working with the children/youth program. The Rev. Nancy Copeland-
Payton will be available all week for one-on-one sessions of spiritual
discernment. There will also be an opportunity to attend the com-
memoration at Los Alamos of the bombings of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki.

Family members seeking other kinds of classes can choose from
among a wide variety in the Creative Arts Festival lineup, plus sev-
eral other opportunities including Casa del Sol Retreat Center or just
rest and relax.

Note: Send your registration in now, to get your housing
choice. Also, the registration fee is $250 until May 15, when it
goes to $350. It pays to sign on early. For details on each of the
seminars, go to

http://www.ghostranch.org/
index.php?option=com_oscommerce&osMod=index&cPath=93
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As our part of the
Ghost Ranch Peace & Justice
week,
Witherspoon is sponsoring:

New Eyes for Peace and
Justice From the World
Church

with Dr.Clifton Kirkpatrick

Years ago Robert McAfee Brown reminded us of the important "gift of
new eyes" that we receive from the world church, which help us see
our calling to Christian faithfulness in witness for peace and justice
in North America. That has never been more true than today! This
course will explore several recent global, ecumenical developments
that have the potential for reshaping our witness for justice in the
21st century.

Each day we will focus on a different development and what it might
mean for our work for justice and peace and will use our final session
to pull the threads between these movements together. These
developments include:

e The Accra Confession (WARC's call for Covenanting for Justice in
the Economy and the Earth);

e Decade to Overcome Violence (WCC-sponsored movement of
Christian communities around the world seeking alternatives to
violence that lead to justice);

e Calvin Jubilee (2009 is Calvin's 500th birthday and churches
around the world are exploring what it means to have a Calvinist
revolution in the 21st century);

e A Common Word Between Us and You (the dramatic call from 138
Muslim scholars and leaders to find common ground around our
common calling to love God and neighbor).

The Rev. Dr. Clifton Kirkpatrick, of Louisville, KY, serves as President
of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC). He has com-
pleted forty years of service as an ordained minister in the Presbyte-
rian Church (USA). For the last twelve years he has served as
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly Council, and at the conclusion
of his term of service in 2008, was elected by the General Assembly
as Stated Clerk Emeritus. On January 1, 2009, Rev. Kirkpatrick
became a Visiting Professor of Global Ministries and Ecumenical
Studies at Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.
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The Editor’s Spot

How shall we
respond to this time
of crisis?

by Doug King

WEell, we'relivingininterestingtimes,
aren't we? A time of crisis, it's been
called. We've heard about hope and
fear and much more. Too much,
maybe. ButI'dliketoinviteyouto
think now about how we as a church,
as part of the people of God in the
world, might respond to thistime.

John F. Kennedy isfrequently quoted
as saying, “When written in Chinese,
theword ‘crisis’ is composed of two
characters — one represents danger,
and the other represents opportunity.”
The election of our new President
seems to many of us to open a new
time of opportunity —for change, for
truthfulness, for greater hope for
justice for our people, for greater
hope for peace for the world.

In this issue of Network News,
theologian Doug Ottati offershis
thoughts on the state of the union, and
the state of the church. (Seep. 12
ff.) He offers great insights on both,
but I'dliketo look alittle more
specifically at how wemight liveand
act inthiscrisistime—both in our
church and in our society.

Perhaps we should start with facing
our fears and naming our anxieties.
Many of us are threatened very
directly withunemployment, iliness
for which we can’t afford treatment,
loss of our homes, decay of our
communities, and theradical shrink-
age of our savings and investments.
For many of us—including those who
have felt secure and comfortable —
the future looks bleak and frighten-
ingly uncertain.

Of course we've always had things
to worry about, and perhaps this
makes a nice change from our
worries about Marxists, and now
“terrorists’ and Muslimsand mi-
grants.

Whatever it isthat raises our anxiety
level, we tend to react by protecting
ourselves — defending our homes, our
loved ones, our way of life. And one
of the most reassuring ways we do
that isby buildingwalls. Whatever
the threat, we try to shut it out. In
many cases that makes good sense.
Sometimesit even works.

But what happens when we build
walls? We may shut out the threats
— the strangers, the enemies — but we
pay aprice. Recently | heard a
meditation onwalls, giveninalLenten
worship servicein aMennonite
fellowship that my wifeand | hap-
pened to attend. | think it offers
thoughts about walls far better than
mine, so I'll shareit here, with the
kind permission of the authors. (See
pages 28 ff.)
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In atime of crisis, when the threats
loom so large and so close, what can
we as people of faith offer to our
churches and our communities?
Hope, of course! Hopeisthe an-
swer, right?

But what can we do or say that will
offer authentic hope and not just
platitudes or nice sentiments?

Doug Oittati in his essay reminds us
that “Oursis atime of hope. But,
especially in the church, we ought to
remember that hope in thingsthat are
seen is not hope, and that, if we hope
for what we do not see, we also wait
for it with patience (cf. Romans 8:24-
25). Moreover, we should also
recognizethat no person, community,
or nation bringsinthekingdom.” His
thoughts have led me to pay more
careful attention to the proclamations
of hope that we have been hearing
from President Obama, and there's a
very interesting difference.

In hisfirst addressto ajoint session
of Congress, on February 24, Obama
used the word ‘hope’ just three times,
by my count. (Well, four if you
include one use of ‘hopeless.’) At just
one point he addressed the meaning
of hopeexplicitly, warningthatin
these very difficult times we may
easily giveinto cynicism and petti-
ness. “But,” hewent on, “inmy life,
| have also learned that hopeis found
inunlikely places; that inspiration
often comes not from those with the
most power or celebrity, but from the
dreams and aspirations of Americans

who are anything but ordinary.”

Then hetold his concluding stories of
people who have demonstrated that
kind of practical hope: the bank
president from Miami who took his
$60 million bonusand shared it with
over 400 people who had worked for
him; the town Greensburg, Kansas,
that isrebuilding from the devastation
of atornado, aiming to rely on clean
energy — and so to provide a model
for others; and of course he intro-
duced Ty’ Sheoma Bethea, the girl
from Dillon, South Carolina, who
attends an impoverished, decaying
school, and who took the trouble to
write aletter to Congress asking for
help. She and her fellow students,
she wrote, simply want to “make a
change to not just the state of South
Carolinabut also the world. We are
not quitters.”

So where's the hope? Our Reformed
theological perspective warns us
(rightly!) against putting our hopein
persons or institutions. But our new
President is calling usto recognize
that it is, after all, human beings, one
by one and together in communities
small and large, who do make change

happen.

So if we in our own communities of
faith are to offer anything to our
troubled nation in these hard times, it
may bein holding together the
Reformed and the pragmatic in our
own actions: finding concrete waysto
enact thedivine calling to being good
neighbors, whilenever putting all our
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hopesin what we think we're doing
for the world.

But action there must be, or we'll be
merely hearers of the Word and not
doers, clanging gongsand crashing
cymbals, not partnersin God' swork
to make the world a better, fairer
place.

And many of you who read thislittle
journal aredoing thingsalready, as
you've been “doing” for years. But
what do we need to be doing in these
days?

Let’stalk about this! On our website,
on our Facebook page where chatting
iseven easier and more direct, or by
sending anote to your editor to be
shared in the next issue of Network
News and on our website as well —
however you do it, please let us know
what you’ re doing (or what's been
doneinyour city or neighborhood
evenif you'renot directly involvedin
it) so we can help each other find our
way through these hard times.

Andif you'relooking for ideas, you
might check out the resources on the
next 9 pages.

Some resources for
responding to the
current economic crisis

A letter to Congress

Sara Pottschmidt Lisherness, Direc-
tor of Compassion, Peace and Justice
Ministry for the PC (USA), sent a
letter to members of Congress on
October 1, 2008, as the economic
crisiswas beginning to gain national
attention, in which she set forth a
clear Biblical perspective on eco-
nomic justice and the moral impera-
tives of the present time. (See her
letter on page 26 f.)

Doing What We Can Where We
Are

The Rev. Bill Dummer, aretired
minister and member of the
Witherspoon board, tellshisown
story of growinginvolvementin
various effortsto deal with specific
issues of poverty in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, which he describes as
having “the seventh highest rate of
poverty of the major cities of the U.S.
(See page 31 ff.)

Interfaith Worker Justice pro-
vides a congregational toolkit
for helping unemployed work-
ers

The IWJ website describes this
helpful resource as a response to “the
need for all sectors of our society to
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support unemployed workers and to
encourage employersto treat all
workersjustly intimes of economic
crisis.

“Interfaith Worker Justice (IWJ) has
recently prepared a Congregational
Toolkit to help unemployed workers.
Available free of charge from the
IWJwebsite, thetoolkit outlineswhat
resources are available to unem-
ployed workers, suggests how to
establish support groupsfor unem-
ployed workers, and offers worship
aidsfor lifting up unemployed work-
ersand employersin thistime of
crisis”

For linksto all the piecesinthe
Toolkit,goto
http://www.iwj.org/templ ate/
page.cfm?d=201

Or to download the wholekit, 16
pages in PDF format, go to
http://www.iwj.org/templ ate/
guard _process2.cfmwhere=inline

A Christian Century blog on
Ministry in Economic Crisis

The Christian Century now has an
interesting group of bloggers com-
menting on various i ssues.

One of the bloggers, Christian
Century staffer Steve Thorngate,
posted thisinvitation for asharing of
resources and experiences in dealing
with the economic crisis. Seethe
next column:

Ministry in economic crisis
by Steve Thorngate

A number of people from my church
have lost their jobs since the
economy turned downward, and the
church neighborhood leads Chicago
in homeforeclosures. Earlier this
week, Senator Dick Durbin visited
the neighborhood to give a press
conference promoting abill he's
sponsoring that would allow
homeowners to renegotiate their
mortgages in bankruptcy court. My
pastor and other community |eaders
appeared with the senator and spoke
of the hardship the recession has
brought—and of how they are

responding.

In New York State, a Catholic parish
runs amonthly networking group for
the unemployed (viaGary Stern).
Elsewhere, churches arerallying to
feed more people with meal pro-
grams and church food banks.
Churches everywhere are struggling
to address the recession’s effects,
not only on their own finances, but on
the lives of their members and
neighbors.

How isyour church doing this? Are
you or othersyou know finding
effective ways to minister to people's
needs in hard times? If so, we'd love
to know about it here at the Century
— tell usabout it in the comments.

For the Christian Century blog, go
to http://theolog.org/2009/03/ministry-
in-economic-crisis.html
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WASHINGTON OFFICE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A))
GENERAL ASSEMBLY COUNCIL

October 1, 2008

Members of the United States Congress
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Member of Congress,

As the nation struggles with the current
financial crisis, | writetourgeyoutofind
asolution that will moveour economy
closer toavision of ajust economy,
wherehuman wor thand thecommon
good ar evalued aboveeconomic sdlf-
inter est, per sonal wealth and greed.
Presbyterian General Assemblies, over
the past sixty years have expressed
concern about federal economic priori-
ties, calling for an economic policy that is
humane and sensitive to the needs of all
persons; taxes on the basis of equity;
and, while supporting privateinitiative,
does not allow private interests to
trample the poor, disenfranchised or
unemployed. These concerns are equally
relevant today as you consider legisla-
tion designed to undergird the U.S.
economic system.

It is not only corporations and large
banks' livelihoods that are at stake. More
important are the lives and livelihoods of
themajority of Americanswho work hard,
save carefully, and yes, rely on the credit
industry, which isin such turmoil.
Particularly endangered by thiscrisisare
those who already live on the financial
edges of society —low-income Americans
who have been hit hardest by the recent
souring of the economy and upturn in
food and gasprices. Low-incomefamilies
will feel theimpactsof further economic

recession even more heavily than those
with enough disposable income to be
directly affected by afallout on Wall
Street, even though they are the least
able to bear the burden. Even now, over
fifty percent of our churches already
support food pantries and homeless
shelters— how many more will they have
to serve?

While the details, price tag and even
certainty of government action loom
large, we nonethel ess acknowledge that
government actioninthiscrisisislikely.
Given such alikelihood, we call onyouto
reject sending a“blank check” to Wall
Street, but rather ensure appropriate
transparency and accountability that will
rebuild trust and financial security. In
1995, the 207" General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) expressed
its support for the Community Reinvest-
ment Act, which requires lenders that
receive deposits to meet the credit needs
of the communitiesinwhich they operate.
In other words, the 207" General Assem-
bly expressed a wish that banks and
communitieswould placein each other
mutual trust to build the common good
and financial health of the community. In
view of the current crisisin thefinancial
markets, it is clear that there hasbeen a
breakdown of that mutual trust between
the bankers on Wall Street and the
national community. In crafting the
solution, it isincumbent on Congress to
ensure appropriate safeguards to
reestablish that mutual trust.

| urge you to incorporate the following
provisionsinto any “bailout” legislation:
* Protection for homeownersin danger of
foreclosure

* Ensure more equitable and just financial
practicesin our market

* Public oversight to ensure accountabil-
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ity of whatever programis created

» Safeguards on public funds to ensure
that future generations will not bear this
debt burden

» Eviction protection for renterswho are
living in properties being forecl osed-
upon and new ways to fund affordable
housing programs, such as the National
Housing Trust Fund, now that Freddie
Mac and Fannie Mae revenues will not
be contributing significantly to that
purpose

« Limitations on executive compensation
to ensure that those who have been
culpable do not receive undue reward

* Aidfor low-incomefamilieswhowill
bear the heaviest burden under the
downturn in the economy

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has
long been concerned with the establish-
ment of ajust economic order that
benefitsall, not only the wealthy few. In
1934, inthemidst of the Great Depres-
sion, the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A. recommended a set of guidelines
outlining avision for truejusticein
economic relationships. Among these
principles, it included setting aside the
motives of “money-making and self-
interest,” reexamining competitionas“a
major controlling principlein our eco-
nomiclife,” and valuing “human worth”
above material riches asthe primary asset
of acommunity. In addition, the 1934
General Assembly urged“that our
natural resour cesand economicinstitu-
tionsbeconsidered asexistingfor the
publicgood and such plansfor owner ship
and control bedeveloped aswill leadto
thebest usein theinterestsof all.”

In whatever legislation Congress passes,
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) urges
you to ensure that it moves our economy
closer to these principles of valuing

human worth and the common good. As
you consider the appropriate response to
the financial crisis, you have an historic
opportunity to affect change in our
economy. To establish this program
without the proper safeguards would be
disastrous, but with appropriate mecha-
nisms to ensure transparency and
accountability, we may begin to recover
and repent for the greed and inequity of
the last several years.

The prophet Isaiah said “someday there
will beaking who ruleswith integrity,
and national leaders who govern with
justice. Each of themwill belike ashelter
fromthewind and aplaceto hide from
storms. They will belike streamsflowing
in adesert, like the shadow of agiant
rock in abarren land. Their eyesand ears
will be open to the needs of the people.”
(32:1-3, TEV) | urgeyouto besuch
national leadersin the face of this
financia storm.

| give thanks for your service to our
country. Please contact Leslie Woods in
the Presbyterian Washington Office with
comment or questions —
lesliewoods@pcusa.org; (202) 543-1126.

Sincerely,

Sara Pottschmidt Lisherness

Director, Compassion, Peace and Justice
Ministry

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

100 Maryland Avenue NE, Suite410

Washington, DC 20002

(202)543-1126

Editor’snote: Emphasisinboldisinthe
origina

Winter 2009



28 Network News

A Meditation on Walls

Saint Paul Mennonite Fellowship, March 8, 2009
Composed and led by Lisa Pierce and Karen Abshier

This Lent, we will reflect together on Jesus nature as “ The Other.” What is so
fascinating to me about Jesus' othernessisthat he both claimed it and tran-
scended it. He cast himself outside the walls of power and providence, yet
transcended the dividing walls, sitting at tables with prostitutes and tax collec-
tors dlike. In the end, he transcended even the walls of his own tomb.

Israel isbuilding a“ Separation Wall,” reportedly to protect Israelisfrom
Palestinians, although some argue that it serves primarily as an annexation of
disputed territory into Israel.

The construction of the nearly 450-mile-long wall will cost approximately four
billiondollars.

It consists of a series of 25-foot-tall concrete sabs, trenches, barbed wire
buffer zones, electrified fencing, watch towers, thermal imaging video cam-
eras, sniper towers, and roads for patrol vehicles.

For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and
has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.
(Ephesians2:14)

Friendship Park, between Imperial Beachin Californiaand Tijuanain Mexico,
was dedicated by Patricia Nixon, then first lady, in the early 1970s, and has
long been apopular meeting and picnic spot.

Although achain-link fence divides the space along the border, the barrier
allows people on either side, often those separated by immigration status, to
have contact, share food, talk and kiss.

But the U.S. Border Patrol has ordered that the area be permanently closed to
the public and a secondary, solid border fence be erected north of the existing
fence stretching out to the Pacific Ocean.

Isn't it interesting how the walls that we build to protect ourselves so often
become our prisons?
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The Roman Empirebuilt walls, including Hadrian’ sWall, to protect Roman
Britain from the Pictish tribes of ancient Scotland, making the northern British
border the most heavily fortified in the Roman Empire.

The Ming Wall in China, part of the Great Wall, stretches over 4,160 miles and
was once guarded by more than one million men.

Some estimate that two to three million Chinese died as part of the project of
buildingthe Great Wall.

You shall call your walls Salvation. (Isaiah 60:18)

The Western Wall, also known asthe Wailing Wall or the Kotel, islocated in
the Old City of Jerusalem. Just over half the wall was constructed around 19
BCE by Herod the Great. The remaining layers were added from the 7th
century onward.

Jews regard the wall as the sole remnant of the Holy Temple and practice
prayer at the wall, sometimes placing slips of paper containing written prayers
into the crevices of the wall.

Muslims also claim thewall asaholy site, sayingitisreferred to in stories
about Muhammad and is part of the al-Agsa Mosque.

Thewall is one of the most disputed sitesin |srael/Palestine.

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until
three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the
temple was torn in two. (Luke 23:44-45)

Good fences make good neighbors. (Robert Frost)

The Berlin Wall was erected in the night of August 13, 1961. It was a week-
end and most Berliners slept while the East German government began to
close the border. In the early morning of that Sunday, most of theinitial work
was complete: the border to West Berlin was closed. The East German troops
had begun to tear up streets and to install barbed wire entanglement and
fencesthrough Berlin.

Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!
(President Ronald Reagan)
-
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The people raised a great shout and the wall fell flat. (Joshua 6:20)
Sometimeswallsare asinvisible and impenetrable as silence

The Vietnam Veterans Memorial, originally designed as a student project by
MayalLinat Yae University’s School of Architecturein 1981, has become a
symbol that has served to unify and reconcile anation sorely divided by a
foreign entanglement.

Lin envisioned a black granite wall, in the shape of aV, on which the names
of the American military dead and missing would beinscribed.

The architect hoped that “these names, seemingly infinitein number, [would)]
convey the sense of overwhelming numbers, while unifying theseindividuals
into awhole.”

Early on the first day of the week, while it was till dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed.
(John 20, verse 1)

Without walls, thereisno shelter.

Truthis, we al need boundaries. We all need some sort of wall or fence.

The trouble comes when there are no boundaries and others come and go,
taking what they need without regard for you.

But the trouble also comes when the boundaries are too rigid, when we won't
let anyone in and we won't let anyone or anything go.

The best walls have doors and windows.
The best fences have gates.

“1 am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and
go out and find pasture.” (John 10, verse 9) @
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Doing What We Can
Where We Are

By Bill Dummer

I nthisarticle, | want to use myself

and my family as examples of
what an “ordinary person” can do to
engage in advocacy for justice where
they live. About five years ago, after
being flooded with requeststo advo-
cate for many worthy causes, | de-
cided that | needed to prioritize. | re-
called the great impression made on
meinthe mid’60sin aspecial elec-
tive seminary coursetitled “ The Eth-
ics of Poverty,” taught by none other
than Maggie Kuhn of Gray Panthers
fame. | realized that throughout my
ministry, issues of poverty had always
drawn my attention and energy. So |
decided it was addressing poverty
where | live (aswell asin the world)
that would be the cause in which |
would become engaged.

Thecity of Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
has the seventh highest rate of pov-
erty of the mgjor cities of the U. S.
So where should | begin? When |
made this decision, my daughter was
the Organizer in the Advocacy De-
partment of the Hunger Task Force
of Milwaukee. The Hunger Task
Force was organized about 30 years
ago in an effort to address childhood
poverty in Milwaukee, especially the
hunger of the city’s poor children.
The optimists who started the agency
thought the problem could be solved
inashort time, socaling it a“task

force” seemed appropriate. | got in-
volved when my daughter was orga-
nizing an advocacy group of the
agency, which took the name Voices
Against Hunger.

Our first effort was to put pressure
on the county Department of Social
Service to improve the way it worked
with people applying for food stamps.
If people phoned, they were often on
“hold” for an hour. If they camein
person, they often waited for two or
more hours before meeting with a so-
cial worker. Then, there was usually
adelay of some days before they re-
ceived their food stamp Quest Card.
Our monthly meetingswith the ad-
ministrators made some progress by
keeping their feet to the fire on this.

The next issue we addressed was the
school breakfast program. Wisconsin
was ranked in 50" place in making
use of this Federal program. Unlike
the School Lunch Program, children
did not want to come early to school
to have breakfast for a number of
reasons. One of them was the stigma
of being seen by the other students
coming out of the lunchroom just as
school was beginning for the day.
The Organizer and a cadre of us
VOH members began meeting with
school administrators, and then with
sympathetic members of the school
board. The purpose was to educate
them about “Provision 2" of the
School Breakfast Program. In this
program, if 95 percent of the children
in aschool qualify for free or reduced
lunches (based on their family’sin-
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comelevel), the government will pro-
vide free breakfast to every student
inthe school. The school administra-
tion agreed, at first, to only apilot
program in a handful of schools. Af-
ter that first year, research showed
that the program was quite effective
inimproving the performance of chil-
dren who previously had cometo
school with a less than adequate
breakfast (usually asmall bag of
chips and a can of soda). The follow-
ing year, the school board voted to
make the Provision 2 program dis-
trict-wide, inall the schoolsthat quali-
fied. Voices Against Hunger mem-
bers assisted in getting the parents to
fill out therequiredfinancial informa-
tion form. The children have break-
fast in their classrooms during the
first 15 minutes of the day, while do-
ing aworksheet of some kind. After
one year, research showed that stu-
dents' complaints of stomachaches
were practically eliminated, and they
also paid more attention in class after
eating asmall but nutritious breakfast.

About the time of this success, my
daughter went to work for the Inter-
faith Conference of Greater Milwau-
kee. They were looking for a project
director for an effort to initiate a
Housing Trust Fund for Milwaukee.
Thereisvirtually nolow-income
housing available, especially for the
mentally ill and other peoplewith dis-
abilities. Thistime, my wifeisamem-
ber of the Housing Trust Fund Coali-
tion that my daughter organized.
However, | am in the “reserves’ that
are called up whenever there is an

“action” to bring pressure to bear on
the mayor and the city council to fund
aHousing Trust Fund inthe city’s
budget. The city council approved
having aHousing Trust Fund inthe
city budget. However, the mayor
committed only $400,000 rather than
thepromised $1 million. Throughout
2008, | attended a number of “ac-
tions’ inlobbying for thelarger
amount. Despite getting only “half a
loaf,” thefirst HTF building was
completed by January of 2009.

A few years ago, efforts were begun
to start an Industrial Areas Founda-
tion for greater Milwaukee. Southeast
Wisconsin Common Ground heldits
“Founding Convention” in April of
2008, with over 2000 people crowding
aroom at the Convention Center,
representing over 40 plus organiza-
tions — mostly churches. It has sev-
eral issue groups operating. | have
become involved inthe Y outh Jobs
Group, whose effortsresulted in
Common Ground’s first success. We
advocated for the city council to
double the number of summer youth
jobsin 2009. | think the city council
realized that Common Ground meant
business when severa hundred of us
filled thegallery of thecouncil’s
chambers for the mayor’ s budget
message. Thiswas followed by del-
egations of us crowding the gallery of
the committee room when the budget
for youth summer jobs was doubl ed.
Now, we are going to work to assist
infinding companiesand organi za-
tionsthat will hirethese 3,000 youth
come summer. -
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| hopethistestimonial illustrateshow
anyone with the time, energy and
passion can do something about is-
sues of justice right where they live.
There are many opportunitiessimilar
to the ones | have mentioned, in cities
and towns around the country, in
which people of faith can “do what
they can where they are” to reduce
theincome disparity in the country.

The author:

Bill Dummer isaretired Presbyterian
minister livinginMilwaukee, andisa
member of the Witherspoon Society
board.

4 N

To receive regular
e-mail notices of
additions to the
Witherspoon website,
just send a note to

dougking2@aol.com

Please put “web updates” in
the subject line.

- /

A note of apology ...

Your Witherspoon board regrets
that we were unable to publish
the print version of Network
News for the Summer and Fall
issues of 2008. The expenses
of the 2008 General Assembly,
among other factors, made the
printing and mailing costs more
than we could cover. The
Summer 2008 issue is on-line in
easy-to-print PDF format, at
http://
www.witherspoonsociety.org/
NN%20sum%2008.PDF .

The Fall issue we were simply
unable to publish.

... and of promise

But now we're back! And
thanks to generous extra
contributions from many of you,
we plan to resume our quarterly
publications beginning with this
Winter 2009 issue.

You just might notice our
new, smaller format beginning
with this issue. The ever-
changing (dare we say evolv-
ing?) regulations of the U. S.
Postal Service are making it
more expensive to mail Network
News as a Second Class
periodical. But sending it as a
Standard Rate bulk mailing will
reduce postage costs, espe-
cially if we use a smaller format
that the Postal Service process-
ing machines like better. We
hope you like this new deal —
and that you'll let us know of
any opinions or suggestions for

future issues.
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Change is Coming,
Change is Here.

Reflections on this moment
in our Church.

by Michael J. Adee

All around us the evidence continues
to surface. Changeiscoming,
changeis here. Inthelast year the
largest number of congregations from
all across the country stepped for-
ward to affiliate, minister and witness
aswelcoming and affirming More
Light Churches. The most recent
one makes history as the first More
Light Churchin the state of Louisi-
ana: First Presbyterian Church, New
Orleans.

The margins of support for the 218"
General Assembly’sOrdination
Amendment 08-B show an increase
in nearly every case so far, evenin
those presbyteries that did not
approveit. Without question, 2009is
not 2001 or 1997, when previous
ordination amendmentswere consid-
ered. Moreover, it isabsolutely not
1978 when homophobiaand false
teaching about same-sex loving
people was placed into our Church’s
policies. Thisisanew day.

The old worn-out dogmas and
misinterpretations of Scripture used
for decades to support anti-gay
prejudiceand discriminationin both
Church and society against LGBT
persons and their families arerightly

being discarded as people take more
seriously their hearts, faith and study
of Scripture. More of usareliving
the truth of our lives, our faith and our
ministries. Few people can say that
they do not know aleshian, gay,
bisexual or transgender person
because more of us are coming out.
Our parents, friends and other allies
are coming out, too and passionately
working to end the prejudice and
false witness being borne against
personsthey love.

A primary gift of the 218" General
Assembly’ sOrdination Amendment
08-B isthat it removes barriersto
love. Jesus was clear when asked
what was the most important law or
commandment: “... you shall lovethe
Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all of your soul, and with all
of your mind, and with all your
strength.” The second isthis, “You
shall love your neighbor asyourself.”
Mark 12: 28 - 31.

Our current church law fails to
recognize LGBT persons as children
of God created in the image of God
and unconditionally loved by God.
Our current ordination law sanctions
love and family for straight people
only which istantamount to blas-
phemy consideringitis God who
creates all persons. Insisting upon
compulsory heterosexuality or the
imposition of celibacy for full partici-
pation and servicein our Churchisa
scandal to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and abarrier to the realization of
God's realm. How can we expect
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people to love themselves, others and
even God if we are not willing to
remove such prejudice from our
hearts and church laws?

The sacred Call to Love from 1 John
4: 7- 8 echoesin my heart as| reflect
upon thistime and moment inthelife
of our Church, nation and world.
“Beloved, let uslove one another,
because love isfrom God; everyone
who lovesis born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does
not know God, for God islove.”

Thetruth isthat changeis coming,
change is here. Fewer Presbyterians
arewilling to let our Church be
known by homophabia, discrimination,
and whom we exclude. Every day,
more Presbyterians are recognizing
that it is God who makes al of us, not
just some of us; and that it is God
who is calling us to be the Body of
Christ, one human family.

The ancient Call to Love comesto us
today in the form of Amendment 08-
B. Thereisaway through and out of
the thirty-plus year debate in the
Presbyterian Church and other
religioustraditions. Thebottomline
of thisdebate is not “are gay people
qualified to serve.” Rather the real
guestionisthis: IsGod the God who
makes|eshian, gay, bisexual and
transgender persons and calls them to
be part of the Church and to ministry,
or not? And, the answer is, of
course, Yes! GodisGod. Godis
love. And, beloved, let uslove one
another, because loveisfrom God.

Loveiscoming, Loveishere.

The author:

Michael J. Adee is Executive Direc-
tor & Field Organizer of More Light
Presbyterians.

Are you moving?

Please tell us where you've
gone (or where you're going, if
you're one of those plan-ahead
people), so we can keep in
touch with you.

Just send your new address
(and maybe your old one, just to
be sure) to your Witherspoon
Communications Coordinator,
Doug King

2198 Vining Drive, Unit B
Woodbury, MN 55125
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"Roberta's Rules of Order"

Helping Progressive Preshyterians be more progressive in group meet-
ings and decision-making

This book notice has been provided by Alice Collier Cochran, the author of
the book, in response to a brief review by Witherspooner Sue Spenser,
who praises the book as a helpful guide to the Presbyterian business of
meetings. Both reviews are on our website at http://
www.witherspoonsociety.org/2008/on_books.htm

Doyoufeel likeyou're running your session or church committee meetingslike
Congress? Nowonder! Therules called Robert's Rules of Order were written over 130
years ago, derived from English Parliament, as were the rules still used by the House
and Senate.

Major Henry Robert (USArmy Engineer) devel oped aversion of theserulesto help
control unruly people (all men, inthose days) in achurch! They were intended for
large, decision-making groups called Deliberative Assemblies. Today they are till
useful for large congregational meetings— but not smaller Sessions, committees or
task forces.

Robert's Rules of Order (Newly Revised, 10th edition) statesin Chapter One, page
one, that these rules need not be used in groups of about a dozen members or fewer
that don't want the same degree of formality. The important thing is to adapt a custom-
ized set of meeting rules that uphold democratic principles but are short and easy to
implement. However, most groups don't have thetimeto write their own rules. Enter
"Roberta's Rules."

Thebook Roberta's Rules of Order waswritten by Alice Collier Cochran, amember of
Sausalito Presbyterian Church (California) and published by Jossey-Bass/Wiley in
2004. 1t includes methods from reliable sources that have been proved to be effective
inamodern and pluralistic society.

Resource A (in the back) contains atemplate of rules you can adopt for smaller
decision-making groups. She has also just completed a QuickStart Guideto help
customize these meeting rules using larger templates. Both the book and companion
workbook are available online at Amazon.com.

If you've been bored or frustrated with your church's group meetings and methods of
decision-making, take alook at the practical tools and techniques in Roberta's Rules of
Order. For instance, compare the various decision-making options, including reaching
concordance instead of consensus or simple majority rule. You can learn more at
www.RobertasRules.com.

After you've given it atry, send your comments or questionsto Alice at
Alice@RobertasRules.com
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Financial "downturn"
hits the PC(USA)

It'snot only investment banks, car manu-
facturers, universities, and other non-
profitslarge and small that have been hit
by the "downturn" in the U.S. economy.
... The General Assembly Council faces
aprojected $5 million shortfall for 2009
and $5.7 million for 2010. ...

Thisisavery chalenging time for staff
of the GAC, and for members of the
Council asthey strugglewith many diffi-
cult decisions. We in the wider church
will want to hold all of them in our
prayers, even as we strive to maintain
attitudes and policies that show respect
and fairness in our treatment of one an-
other, and particularly of staff members.

Witherspoon remembers the same-day
firing of personnel intheAdvocacy Com-
mittee for Women's Concerns, the Na-
tional Network of Presbyterian College
Women, and Racial Ethnic Young
Women Together, and before that thefir-
ing of the last three men in the media
services unit. We hope that this pattern
isnot repeated in the coming weeks. But
it could happen again, unless the GAC
finds ways to act with respect for the
human worth and the calling of the per-
sonnel being impacted by any changes.

Thisisthe opening of abrief
articleby Gene TeSelle, which
we posted on our website on
Feb. 19, 2009. Weinviteyou to
seetherest of it, at http://
www.witherspoonsoci ety.org/
2009/PCUSA _news 2009.htm

Witherspoon is on
Facebook!

The Witherspoon Society and Voices
of Sophia have joined the "Web 2.0"
world with our Witherspoon Society
page on Facebook.

It's been a treat to see so many friends
join us from around the country and
even around the world. One of the
people joining us as a member of our
Facebook community is the Rev.
Roberto Jordan of Argentina, one of the
people instrumental in drafting the
Accra Confession and the featured
speaker at our 2007 fall conference on
global discipleship.

By joining us on the Witherspoon So-
ciety Facebook page (http://
www.facebook.com/
group.php?gid=50517709365), you
can keep connected with other friends
passionate about social justice issues
and keep up-to-date with notes about
the latest news from a variety of
PC(USA) social justice groups.

If you don't know much about
Facebook, it's a simple way of getting
connected with old friends, people with
similar interests and it's free. If you
are a first-timer, simply go to
www.facebook.com and register. By
joining as a member of our Facebook
page, you too can post news from
your church or presbytery that might
be of interest to the rest of us or begin
a discussion on a topic close to your
heart. It's fast, fun, and free — some-
thing we all enjoy! See you there...

Mitch Trigger,
Secretary/Communicator of the
Witherspoon Society
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The Witherspoon Society Board

Co-Moderator (2008-10)

Jake Young

North Anderson Community Church,
Presbyterian

4200 Liberty Highway

Anderson, SC 29621

W - 864-225-3575

H - 864-231-8067

C - 217-494-3030

E-mail: jakeayoung@yahoo.com

Co-Moderator (2006-08)
This position is currently vacant.
Secretary/Communicator (2008-10)

Mitchell Trigger

First Presbyterian Church
35 Church Street

Rockaway, NJ 07866

H - 973-784-4818

W - 973-627-1059

F - 973-083-0090

E-mail: mitch@revtrigger.org

Treasurer (2008-10)

Darcy Hawk

4007 Gibsonia Road

Gibsonia, PA 15044-8312

H - 724-443-0748

W - 724-443-2092

C - 412-585-3317

E-mail: djhawk@zoominternet.net

Membership Coordinator (2008-10)

Gusti Newquist
5138 S. Civano Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85747
H - 502-552-4840
E-mail:

membershipcoordinator@witherspoonsociety.org

Members at Large

Colleen Bowers

Baltimore, MD

H - 443-722-7248

E-mail: colleenbowers@juno.com

Sylvia Carlson

Greensburg, PA

H - 724-755-2288

W - 412-832-8400

E-mail: sylviac65@comcast.net

Molly Casteel

Louisville, KY

C - 502-693-8517

E-mail: molly.casteel@gmail.com

Bill Dummer (2008-10)

Milwaukee, WI

H - 414-475-0076

E-mail: gardenerdummer@yahoo.com

John Harris (2008-09)

Ridgewood, NY

H - 347-907-9372

E-mail: JOHN.HARRIS1@ecunet.org

Barbara Renton (2008-10)
Bainbridge, NY

H - 607-967-4819

E-mail: renton@frontiernet.net

Catherine C. Snyder (2008-10)
Blacksburg, VA

H - 540-552-0682

W - 540-552-2473

E-mail: cooper.house@bev.net

Sylvia Thorson-Smith
Tucson, AZ
H - 520-207-1825

E-mail: sylviats@cox.net
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Ex Officio participants in the work of

the Witherspoon Society
Issues Analyst

Eugene TeSelle

Nashville, TN 37212

H - 615-297-2629

C - 615-509-0087

E-mail: teselle@bellsouth.net

Communications Coordinator

Doug King

2198 Vining Dr., Unit B
Woodbury, MN 55125-7575
H - 651-330-7549

C - 952-270-8134

E-mail: dougking2@aol.com

Bookkeeper

Susan Robertson
9650 Clover Circle
Eden Prairie, MN 55347
H - 952-941-6494
C - 952-836-5058

E-mail: sumaclane50@aol.com

G.A.Booth Coordinator

Vicki Moss

70-21 Forest Ave
Ridgewood, NY 11385

H - 347-907-9849

E-mail: luseana@mac.com

The next issue of

Network News
will bring you news and analysis
of the Presbyterian Church
(USA) and our shared calling to
serve peace and justice in the
world.

We welcome your contribu-
tions and reflections!

Please contact Network News
editor Doug King:
2198 Vining Dr., Unit B
Woodbury, MN 55125-7575
Pnone: 651-330-7549
Fax: Call first.
E-mail: dougking2@aol.com

Deadline for the Spring issue is
April 15, 2009.
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